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Now that school has begun, our lives are once again centered around papers, tests, 
homework assignments, extracurriculars, and -- for some of us -- college applications. 
With so much going on day to day, especially on our isolated campuses, it can be hard to 
remember the world outside our bubbles. Specifically, the ability to ignore the 
consequences of climate change is a privilege we are losing quickly. 
 
It’s nearing the end of September and it’s 30°C. In the past month, four monumental 
hurricanes (Harvey, Irma, Jose, and Maria) have caused incredible destruction around the 
country. Carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere continue to rise as fossil fuels continue 
to burn. Despite all this, President Trump withdrew from the Paris Climate deal earlier 
this summer. Scott Pruitt, the new administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, 
has made promises to cut environmental regulations and has heavily suggested he does 
not believe in climate change. If anything, America seems to be moving backwards in 
terms of environmental sustainability. 
  
So how do we, boarding school students, engage in an issue that politicians and scientists 
cannot agree on? Like most polarizing issues, often the best way to participate in 
productive discussion is to begin by listening. Time and time again, we talk at one 
another, as opposed to with one another. Suppose one student does not believe in climate 
change due to their religious beliefs, and suppose another student is an atheist and 
believes in climate change due to its scientific reasoning. If either student were to try and 
reason with one another by projecting their own interpretation, the conversation would 
get nowhere. No one will develop their worldview just because someone else tells them 
to. 
  
Every once in a blue moon, however, compromise and mutual understanding is shared. 
This often occurs when we take into account others’ values and experiences. Instead of 
simply arguing with what someone else believes, understanding why they believe it 
allows one to discuss with them effectively. In the case of climate change, however, 
demonstrating the absolute pertinence of dealing with it right now is of utmost 
importance. We are running out of time to continue having the same conversations over 
and over again. After all, there will always be climate change deniers and we do not have 
the time to try to convince everyone otherwise. 
  
Instead, it is up to us to use our voice. Call your state representatives, vote, write letters -- 
do absolutely everything you can to let the people who represent you know that this is 
something you care about. At the very least, use your social media platform to share 
important updates on natural disasters, green technology, or groundbreaking studies. The 



more we know, the more we do. And, where we are headed, we are going to need a lot of 
‘doing’ if we want to preserve our earth and everything on it. 


