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All too often I find myself in the exact same situation. I’m speed walking down the 
hallway in my heels, and somehow I’m late for both a class and a meeting at the other 
end of the building. On my way there, I’m already thinking about where I have to be after 
class, and the exact minimum amount of homework I will have to do in order to be 
prepared for tomorrow. Once I have that figured out, I factor in my evening meetings, a 
little time for college essays, and I’m left with a 30-minute window for dinner, and a 
(healthy) 6 hour budget for sleep. Senior year has found me crossing the same hallways 
I’ve walked for the past four years, but this time with purpose and direction--not just to 
the dining hall. Now that I finally have things to do, I find myself wishing I didn’t always 
have somewhere to be. 
  
Like many of you, this summer left me with some interesting tan lines, some great 
memories, and even cheesier Instagram captions. Oddly enough, it also left me with 
something else I hadn’t felt in a while: dread. Usually, I’m excited to come back to 
Tabor, see my friends, and take on the challenge of the new year. But, my attitude this 
year changed after I spent the past summer away from the Tabor bubble. I saw friends 
from my town, I travelled a bit, and I even attended a summer program. During these 
weeks, I spent a lot of time learning about current global events while surrounded by 
people from all over the country. I saw how other people's’ high school experiences could 
be so similar to mine, or like nothing I’d ever seen. But, most importantly, I learned how 
background can affect our perspective. 
  
At a place like Tabor, it’s easy to settle into groups. It’s easy not to talk to the freshmen, 
because there’s suddenly so many people you don’t know. And really, it’s pretty easy 
here to form opinions about people without really getting to know them. But there’s no 
real risk in doing that, is there? Coming back to school after the summer, Tabor takes 
over our lives. Instead of being a “person who also goes to school during the year,” we 
become “a Tabor student who goes home during the summer.” Being a student here 
consumes our identity, and I’ll be the first to admit that Summer April and School Year 
April are two totally different people. That said, I think we need to bring a bit more of our 
summer selves into the school year. 
  
In the summer, we live and react to current events in a way that feels sincere because 
there’s no one there to see it. During the school year, our reactions are much like those 
after a chapel speech: we wait to see if anyone else is standing, then we decide what to 
do. At boarding school, in particular, it’s really hard to have a different opinion than the 
majority or say what you truly think, surrounded by people with whom you eat, sleep, 
and go to school. In a time when discussions about current events are so essential, it’s 



hard to have an opinion when no one’s willing to speak up and agree with you or 
contradict you. In order to have these important discussions, we need to bring to Tabor 
more of our “summer selves”; the side of ourselves with our knee-jerk, unbiased 
reactions. Even though it may not be what others want to hear, it’s what we need to be 
saying. 
 
At the root of a good discussion, everyone is simultaneously comfortable and 
uncomfortable. Tabor does a great job of facilitating talks on issues in an environment 
where we can feel comfortable. Whether it be through clubs, affinity groups, or even 
chats with our friends in the dining hall, we’re always in a space where we know people 
are listening. On the other side of that, it’s really important to be uncomfortable. Some of 
the best talks are with people with whom you don’t have a lot of common ground, shared 
opinion, or even the same friends or background. Talk to that kid you only know from 
your sophomore science class or the girl whose haircut you wish you could pull off. Sit at 
dinner with people you’re not that friendly with and see where conversation goes. 
  
Yes, you should go up to random people and talk to them. 
  
We’re surrounded by people from all over the world, yet somehow we still get trapped in 
the “Tabor bubble”. Don’t let other people’s opinions affect you before you even think. 
Don’t let Tabor’s social sphere affect how we talk and discuss the things that matter. 
Bring your own perspective to discussion, regardless of whether or not your friends 
agree. Find people who challenge that perspective, and let it reinforce or replace your 
own. Do it with good reason and make sure you believe your opinions. Try and let 
boarding school enhance your discussions, rather than stifle them. 
  
Next time you find yourself in that same spot, walking down the hallway (somehow) late 
for two things at once; instead of giving someone that I-like-you-but-not-enough-to-say-
hi head nod, say hello. You’re here at school for the whole rest of the year, so you might 
get to know the people around you a little better. And while you’re at it, use these new 
friends to make memories, try new things, and talk about issues that really matter during 
your time at boarding school. 


