
Society Wants You, But You Shouldn't Want Society 

 
There's this concept of holding on to a certain standard. The way you should go about ethical 

decision making, society secretly encourages you to be sheep. The norms of a divine life is very 
systematic especially within the confines of the United States. We associate the “American Dream” with 
wealth rather than the journey. Money is power, and power corrupts. The most dangerous journey people 
follow is that of complacent, blind, and stagnant mesmerization. 
 

“The world is constantly pumping us with messages and images about what life is about, or what 
we need to make us happy. In the United States we call it the American Dream but what does it always 
include? A lot of fucking money, a big ass house, a brand new car, a wife that's not even genetically 
fucking possible to have, and on top of that bitches. They tell us we need all that to be happy. The world is 
set up so that 99% of us can't live like that, but what we end up doing is idolizing those who do. When I 
started to look closer, it's all bullshit and it's all wrong. You don't need any of that to be happy, love 
yourself and you'll be happy. Materialistic shit doesn't mean anything .” - J. Cole 
 

Society wants you, but you shouldn't want society. Whatever path you are choosing is most likely 
guided and directed by other people. The way our society is built is off each other. Humans are heavily 
flawed and always progressing. Society has built this role of life you must follow to stay safe. School, 
college, work, dead. Minute things in and out, but for the most part that's how to live life. School, politics, 
and religion have caused the most dissonance and calamity meanwhile sports, art, and music have 
surprisingly caused the most progress and unity. 
 

The school system is made to kill creativity, individuality, and is intellectually abusive. The 
American school system was created over 150 years ago targeting an industrial working class. Preparing 
people for labor intensive work. Explaining why we have a 7am to 5pm structured schedule with minimal 
breaks. Minimizing people and belittling them to factory work. This also explains the square classrooms 



with structured rows. It’s an educational malpractice. As molecular biologist John Medina says, “If you 
wanted to create an educational experience directly opposed to what the brain is good at doing, you would 
design a classroom.” Teaching kids what to think rather than how to think in a closed environment is 
educational bulimia. Most teachers read off mundane overhead projector notes verbatim and have weekly 
tests surrounding that information, easy to question if there's even an influential teacher present. What 
you're actually doing is regurgitating data rather than learning what you are exposed to. The system is 
flawed and outdated. Worst of all, students are misled. Students go to college for majors they drop out of, 
never use, and drown in debt. Diminishing their money, intelligence, time, and motivation. 

 
“Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life 
believing that it is stupid. ” - Albert Einstein  
 
“School isn't about learning anymore, it's about passing classes. ” - Anonymous Brooks Student 
 

Politics and religion have solidified the system. Establishing that if you're not a white male, 
you’re immediately at a disadvantage. For thousands of years, cornering those of who are gay, those who 
are scientists, and those who are of color. By nature causing division and stagnant progress between 
people. Today, most believe in =equality yet practicing it fails. In the United States, there is a leader who 
openly supports belittling Mexicans, Muslims, the disabled, and those of the LGBT community. It’s sad 
that after having a very liberal open-minded black president, we turn to someone like Donald Trump. 
Even if you don’t perform a racist act, when you turn your head to that kind of behavior, that in itself is a 
form of racism. Politics and religion have established this sort of narrow norm for centuries. 
 

We have demonized and alienated those who are different, those who are “crazy”. The worst 
thing you can say to somebody is that they’re crazy. It's dismissive. People judge without true 
understanding. That’s bullshit. People who are different are not crazy, they are strong people. Maybe the 
environment is a little sick and unfit for them. Look at it this way--when Mohandas Gandhi told his 
parents he was going to liberate India from English rule, they said something along the lines of, 
“Mohandas, you’re crazy. Indians will never be able to fight such a superpower. It's just how things are. 
Put a shirt on and go to school.” Gandhi's influence and change is undeniable and does not need 
clarification. Stop calling people crazy or weird. The most influential, intelligent, and immersive are those 
most different.  

 
“Innovation distinguishes between a leader and a follower.”  - Steve Jobs 
 



 

 
 
Sports and art have been two of the most common natural escapes for people, with the exception 

of drugs. People are unconsciously driven to activities where they feel most comfortable or successful, 
allowing them to feel genuine or talented. Drugs are often used by people to relieve an unconscious stress. 
People become hooked because of the creativity and outlet it brings even if they don't understand what's 
going on or how it negatively affects them. To give deeper context, think of a soccer team. A group of 
people disregard any stereotype or background. They don't judge you on anything besides what you can 
express through your game. People escape the stillness of the suburbs, the savageness of the hood, and 
come together to show off a certain passion. Eliminating all preconceived notions. This is similarly found 
in different means of art. To express another personal example, music is unconsciously one of the 
healthiest human habits. It positively influences your senses, shares relatable stories, and is also an outlet 
for genuine expression. Preconceived notions aside talent and genuity is noticeable through music. 



 
Red laces hitting a dark wooden floor, Supreme footwear and products is a comparable paradigm 

in an abstract fashion. Anyone polished or knowledged in pop culture or fashion knows about Supreme. 
Everything sells out as soon as it drops. But what makes Supreme so desirable? Originally for skaters, the 
company didn't care about what people in the outside world were wearing or doing. We live in a world of 
trends, and they make their own trends. James Jebbia is known for being able to sell thousands of copies 
of his product, knowing he will only make 300, sharing similar beliefs parallel to Alexander Hamilton, 
one of the best lawyers and politicians in American history. He was a founding father who would do work 
for those who needed it and took off the price tag, never overcharging, and was one of the most intelligent 
people even though he barely got by. But that's all you need. Supreme’s greatest value and greatest asset 
is its restraint, and that they don't care. When something sells, they will never make it again. Whereas 
your average large company would sell the product until it dies out. Vans, Quicksilver, and other popular 
skate commerce locations are sufficient, but they aren't special. In any 10 mile radius you can buy their 
products while Supreme is strictly limited. Supreme only sells Supreme and has specific locations. 
Supreme is impeccable for not caring what people think, yet society says that's an oxymoron. 

 
While this perspective does not guarantee results, it guarantees a common destiny of a more 

difficult yet genuine route to honest happiness. People are found to be successful when happy, simple, and 
truly genuine. It's important to consider that odds have never been and will never be in your favor for your 
outreached goals. But you have to persist and screw odds. Don't be sheep influence yourself and others on 
the journey you desire. Don't follow what society wants you to do. Keep it real. Find yourself successful 
by being down to earth and happy. 
 
“Without the struggle, a lot of the beauty disappears because most of it is in the journey, the process of us 
achieving something great and the struggle to meet our goals. ” - Talha Kamran 
 



 
 

Brooks’ most popular girls are white New Englanders whose Instagrams are filled with pictures 
of Cape Cod, Vineyard Vines, dances, and their white friends--nothings out there personal and or 
different. It's all safe. Don't get me wrong, these are good people, but why are we idolizing them because 
they are safe? Anyone can be special, don't let society cheat on you. If you sit in solemn silence nothing 
will ever change. It's never too late to be wise. 

 
“Girls care more about how many likes they will get rather than the quality and purpose of their posts. 
They are so caught up in trivial purpose, it's foolish .” - Leigh Perkins 
 

We don't need more of the same solutions, we need different solutions to solve different 
problems. I'm not a scientist, politician, or priest, so you won't hear polished work from me. But know 
you don't have to be any of those things to tell the truth. In fact, it shouldn't be that way. Because 
everyone understands and fights for racism, feminism, religion, and happiness. Because at the end of the 
day, they’re all synonyms for equality. However, the reality is we live on a broken planet. And I get it, 
humans are flawed. But when you have all the resources for a utopia, it's just a little strange for the puzzle 
to be broken. Pieces have start to coming together. It's a little something called gradual evolution. But it 
starts with us and taking responsibility no matter who you are. And I get it, everyone is caught up in their 
own realities, which I fully support. And these things can't be accomplished right now, or tomorrow, but it 



is our responsibility when this catches up to us. We must be mature and accept change. I only ever learned 
from the fuck ups. And I can only scratch the surface of the importance of the idea to “just keep 
swimming”. The New York Times  says that almost 70% of white people don't want to post about race on 
social media because they say it will make them feel uncomfortable. “I don't know...It's gonna be 
weird...I'm gonna be judged,” they say. Put it this way--first of all, screw the norm. Here in this moment, 
you have a rare opportunity. You are someone who can bring justice. The reality of the situation is that 
justice will be served at one point and it's already happening. And 30 years down the line when 
everything said and done, your children are going to ask, “Mom, Dad, did you march with them? Was that 
your idea? Did you retweet that?” That choice and decision starts with you. Be beautiful regardless. 
Express but don't impress. In a better world, no one should incur self hinderance. 

 
 


